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Thursday March 12th Park Inn Hotel, York

Rural Economy and Land Use Programme Director Philip Lowe welcomed delegates and noted that the outcomes of the day will feed into the Government’s Foresight project on land use.   

Sir Don Curry gave an opening speech, commenting that the event is timely, in a period of unparalleled change, when issues such as climate change, food security and nutrition are in the forefront of Government thinking and policy making.
Session 1: Research and its potential application to rural land use policy 
Four Relu researchers spoke about their projects
Mark Reed outlined Sustainable uplands: Learning to manage future change and explained how this team is engaging with people who live, work and spend leisure time in the uplands to help them to anticipate and respond to the changes that are happening in these critical but fragile landscapes.  Creating scenarios that incorporate variables such as climate change and changes in subsidies, they are communicating outcomes via a range of visual and other media.
Ian Bateman, who is leading a project looking at the implications of the Water Framework Directive, spoke about Land use change: Economic and water quality impacts.  He explained how the team is modelling the changes in land use that will be necessary and the economic impacts that will follow, showing how different trade-offs are necessary.
Joe Morris talked about the Integrated management of flood plains and the challenge of sustainable development.  He looked at the conflicts and synergies of managing lowland floodplains in England, how we put values on ecosystem services and how stakeholders may be involved.  The project is creating scenarios that would maximise different outcomes and defining indicators for these.
Nick Hanley discussed Hill farming and biodiversity, examining the link between the economics of upland farming and bird ecology.  The project is modelling the effects of different policy approaches and the potential trade-offs to be made.
Questions and issues discussed included:

· Can the outcomes of research such as that being carried out in the uplands be applied to less degraded landscapes?

· Should set-aside be made compulsory to protect farmland birds?

· How would changes in numbers of humans affect water quality?

· How does geographic scale affect issues of power and influence?  

· Public goods and requirements from land change over time (eg food, biodiversity, climate change)

· Small groups may be making policy decisions that have little benefit for the public but huge implications for farmers.

· Problems such as flooding may be a means of bringing stakeholders together to look at a range of issues – we need to join these up more.

· If farm incomes drop will there be abandonment of the uplands as we have already begun to see in the Scottish Highlands?  Is abandonment bad for biodiversity?

· Is there potential for new crops because of climate change?

· Stakeholders must be involved and can contribute positively to research but need to be presented with different potential future scenarios – otherwise they tend to favour the status quo.
Session 2: Rural land use planning

Terry Carroll of CRE gave an Overview of current policy mechanisms and posed some questions for discussion:
· Do we need a long-term vision for land use?

· What mechanisms are needed for ecosystem services?

· Which organisations should be involved?

· Should a regional environmental strategy have more weight?

· Will new integrated regional strategies be able to address rural land use issues?

Tim Frenneaux, Yorkshire Forward, gave an overview of Integrated Regional Strategies, explaining how they will combine Regional Economic Strategies and Regional Spatial Strategies and mean a stronger relationship between RDAs and Local Authorities.  For rural areas, he said, this would mean better integration with the urban and a better understanding of the functions that they provide.
In a local case study on  Wild Ennerdale, John Gorst of United Utilities outlined the partnership between his organisation, the Forestry Commission and National Trust to manage a catchment that they own.  Their philosophy is one of rewilding by natural processes, and reducing the visibility of human activity.  http://www.wildennerdale.co.uk/
 Nick Dales, Natural England talked about RDPE Axis 2 targeting and how this is a key part of Natural England’s strategy, with the aim of getting more value for limited money, by seeking to focus agri-environmental expenditure into areas that maximised the potential to secure biodiversity, resource protection, cultural heritage and access benefits.
Session 3: Conclusions

A regional agenda for rural land use?
 

Panel discussion with Andrew Black (Savilles, Land Agents), Frances Rowe (One North East), John Goddard (Newcastle University) and Jonathan Mogford (Defra)
John Goddard kicked off the discussion with points including:
· We need to break down the rural/urban distinction and think more about the functions and services land delivers
· We have to trade these services over territory eg acknowledge far north as supplier of water, carbon storage etc the south

· Thought needed about the appropriate scale for governance and what the levers are – for urban as well as rural

· We need systems thinking (eg Relu) so we can work across boundaries and organisations

Frances Rowe added:

· We are in an era of increasing complexity and we need to bring more issues together to make processes of local and regional development and conservation work
· The planning system has to be enabling and flexible – many current policy tools look outdated

· Need for future proofing and agreement from wider range of stakeholders about what we want

Andrew Black added: 
· Encouraged that all the talks have been about working with farmers and protecting their profitability – many farmers would assume such a meeting is “environmentalists plotting”

· Need to remember land is a sector with diverse objectives eg tenant and land owner may have different interests

· We need a long term vision – how do we get people to buy into it?
· Policies may have unintended outcomes

Jonathan Mogford added:

· It’s encouraging to see innovative and impressive practical ideas but have trepidation about resilience of system in facing challenges over next 20 years
· Climate change is a huge challenge and the government has signed up to major reductions in carbon emissions which will be a difficult test for the system

Other points made from the floor included:

· In a democracy decisions tend to be short-term

· In talking about land use we don’t address population size

· Older people often move to the countryside – what is the consequence of an ageing population?
· More decisions should be taken at local and regional level

· Our mindset about the countryside should focus less on disadvantage and more on the contribution it makes to local, regional and national economics and welfare
· What about the contribution from tourism?  Is this where farmers are earning their income?

· Are we thinking enough about farmers as social beings?

· What about succession in the farming community?  Who will be the next generation of farmers?
· We need a long term vision that can cope with short term uncertainty

